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â€œThe incomparable and mysterious Sandy Koufax is revealedâ€¦. This is an absorbing book,

beautifully written.â€• â€”Wall Street Journal â€œLeavy has hit it out of the parkâ€¦A lot more than a

biography. Itâ€™s a consideration of how we create our heroes, and how this heroâ€™s self

perception distinguishes him from nearly every other great athlete in living memoryâ€¦ a remarkably

rich portrait.â€• â€” Time The instant New York Times bestseller about the baseball legend and

famously reclusive Dodgersâ€™ pitcher Sandy Koufax, from award-winning former Washington Post

sportswriter Jane Leavy. Sandy Koufax reveals, for the first time, what drove the three-time Cy

Young award winner to the pinnacle of baseball and thenâ€”just as quicklyâ€”into self-imposed exile.
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"On the mound tonight for the Los Angeles Dodgers ... number 32 ... the great left-hander... Sandy

Koufax".These were the energizing words coming over the airwaves that I lived for as a teenager in

the mid-60s. I was a Dodger fan. More specifically, a Sandy Koufax fan. I never saw him pitch, but

rather relied on the Voice of the Dodgers, Vin Scully, to paint in my mind's eye the picture of my

hero at work. So, on September 9, 1965, it was after "lights out" at a private boarding school north

of Los Angeles, and I was under the covers with my transistor radio surreptitiously glued to the final

inning of Sandy's perfect game against the Chicago Cubs.Consciously or not, former sportswriter

Jane Leavy has constructed SANDY KOUFAX: A LEFTY'S LEGACY much the same as Ed

Gruver's year 2000 book, Koufax. In each, the author alternates multiple chapters about Sandy's

upbringing, professional career, and post-retirement with chapters that are a batter by batter



account of Sandy's greatest diamond triumphs - at one inning per chapter. In Gruver's story, it was

the last game of the 1965 World Series against the Minnesota Twins when Koufax pitched with only

two days rest, and clinched the Fall Classic with grit and a fastball. In Leavy's, it's the Perfect Game

pitched against the Cubs at Dodger Stadium, when Sandy's performance touched the truly

sublime.Based on a wealth of interviews with her subject's friends and former fellow players,

Leavy's book provides much more information about Sandy's life and meteoric career than does

Gruver's.
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